
1

Catching Up With Events

 December 2021 Edition



1 

NNew Members 
Jo Riley Fitzer

Judy Norris
Glenn and Pauline Ubrihien 

Wayne Milford
Michael Cortis

Brenda Montgomery 
Denise Perry

Alexander Tarlinton
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MUSEUM OWNERSHIP

BVSC have agreed to sell the museum building 
back to the historical society for the sum of $1. 

The paperwork has 
been signed and returned to BVSC. 

Now we wait.

MUSEUM ADVISER

The BVSC have appointed a new museums 
adviser Greg Lissaman.

Fay Brunton.
The committee and members of the society 
extend their sympathy to the Brunton family on 
the passing of their mother.

Ray Ubrihien.
The committee extends its sympathy to the 
family and friends of Ray who passed away 
after a long illness.

Robin Gauld.
The society was saddened to hear of the 
passing of our member Robin Gauld. Our 
sympathy is extended to his family.
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Annual General Meeting.
The AGM was finally held on October 30th. The 

committee remains the same. 
Rita Roberts donated the original gold assayer 
scales from the Wolumla Gold Mine. A display 

is being set up for these.

TAG ALONG TOUR. 
Organised by Norm Pearce and Peter Guthrey 
this was held on Saturday November 20th. The 
group, a mixture of locals and visitors from 
Bombala, travelled from Greendale to Rodely's 
Oyster Farm via Corridgeree, Kalaru and Tathra 
with guest speakers at each stop. They valued 
the interaction and the opportunity to learn of 
family histories. Despite the weather and the 
adventure at Norm's farm of cars having to be 
pulled up the hill to the morning tea site by 
tractor,thank you Tom Pearce,  a great time was 
had by all, especially  the delicious morning tea 
and sweet energy boosts at each stop provided 
by Narelle Pearce.
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Local Notes.
Mrs Emma Rogers died the previous day aged 89. 
She arrived in this district with her husband 
Richard Rogers in 1859. They lived for twenty years 
on a selection at Tarraganda , later buying 
Brianderry, Dell-rill and Kingswood. Her husband 
was a native was a native of Derbyshire, Wales. He 
died at Brianderry in 1888 aged 62.
Mrs. Rogers was a pillar of the Methodist Church 
and only last year was honoured with the duty of 
laying the foundation stone of the new church 
(1924).
She had been present at the laying stone of the 
foundation stone of the first church by the 
Reverend G. Hurst on 31st March 1868.
Bega District News January 26, 1926.

The coach fare from Bega to Tathra was 7/6d in 
McPhee and Underhill's coaches and 5/- in 
Anderson's Mail Coach. Bega Standard 8.8.1893.

A public holiday was proclaimed in Bega for the 
opening of the Bega Gas Works, the first Municipal 
Gas Works in NSW - Friday 2nd October 1884. 
After a days picnic and sports on the Showground 
there was a grand torchlight procession of all public 
bodies and the gas illumination was followed by a 
banquet. Bega Standard 4.10.1884

A book, "Days of Long Ago" by Walley Braine - Tin 
Chue and Ah Sun were the first Chinese merchants 
in Bega in 1870. Scores of Chinese were then in the 
district with large gardens at Fairview. Most of 
them later returned to China very comfortably off. 
BDN 2.6.1942.

In 1861 the bushranger Dean alias John Smith was 
shot at Wandella by a police officer sent out from 
Bega. His body was placed in a cart and was being 
brought into Bega but for some reason not 
disclosed he was buried in the sands of the Brogo 
River near Greendale Bridge. The spot is still known 
today by locals as Deans sands. History of Bega by 
Barton Jauncey

Mrs Emma Rogers

McPhee and Underhill Coach

Bega Gas Works and Original Committee

 From The Past



5

MORE LOCAL NOTES 
 The "Marquis" reached Sydney after a long voyage 
and by and by I went up the country to Thomas 
Cowper's place at Balalaba near Braidwood where 
Cowper had a grant of 2'000 acres which he 
afterwards sold to A Badgery who in turn sold out to 
Hugh Wallace. I was about Braidwood for over 20 
years. In 1843 I rode a mare, "Miss Phantom" for 
Andrew Badgery at the first Braidwood Races. I 
weighed out, saddle and bridle, at 8st 4lb and won the 
2 mile race for 100 guineas easily. Hugh Wallace ws 
judge. 
Captain Rains of Bathurst were the first cattle sent to 
Bega under the care of John Campbell. Isaac Bentley 
was the stock man and "Yorky" the hut keeper. They 
came to Brogo, made yards and put up a hut but the 
blacks hunted them and the cattle away. I came down 
the Eurembene Mountain, there is no traffic on it 
now, with about 300 head of young cattle from 
Balalaba, and out party took up "Brogo". John 
Johnstone was the overseer, John Farley the stock 
man, and "Connaught Tommy" whos proper name 
was Thomas Moohan  was hut-keeper. We broke up 
an acre of ground on the river bank, sowed wheat, 
reaped it and ground it in a stool mill. Three weeks 
after down came Henry Badgery with cattle  to 
Warraguburra. William Bowman from Bong Bong 
came to Buckajo. The Warraguburra men were in the 
habit of coming to our camp and we went out 
together for mutual protection. The hut keeper at 
Warraguburra seemed not to fear the blacks. His 
name was Michael Dunn, a Dublin man. But after a 
while we missed Dunn for two or three days and, 
suspecting he was killed, we caught two black boys 
and made them tell us where he was: they took us to 
a waterhole where we found his body and we took it 
out and buried it.
The emus were thick in those days and ran about in 
mobs. All Bega was covered in tall grass and the 
waterholes had long rushes about them. All sorts of 
waterfowl were plentiful and so tame they would 
almost let you walk over them.
Then the Imlay's came to Twofold Bay and began 
whaling. A party of their men found their way over to 
our station and I drove some fat cows down to the 
Bay, made some yards, and and killed the first fresh 
beef the Imlay's had.
I believe Campbell gave Bega its name and I am the 
man who gave the name to Tarraganda. We asked the 
blacks what they called that place and in their quick 
way they said what i took to be Tarraganda. It might 
be Tallagalla from the turkeys but I aint much of a 
scholar and I thought they said Tarraganda."

Bega, Tuesday ? date. !ƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘƻǘŜƭǎ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ оΣрлл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊ 
{ƻǳǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƻŦ .ŜƎŀ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ϦŘŜǇƭƻǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎϦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
.ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Φ²Φ!Σ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /ǊƻǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ .ŜƎŀΣ .ŜǊƳŀƎǳƛΣ ¢ŀǘƘǊŀΣ ²ƻƭǳƳƭŀΣ 9ŘŜƴΣ 
tŀƳōǳƭŀΣ aŜǊƛƳōǳƭŀΣ ¢ŀƴƧŀΣ /ƻōŀǊƎƻΣ .ŜƳōƻƪŀΣ /ŀƴŘŜƭƻΣ 
bŀǊƻƻƳŀΣ YŀƳŜǊǳƪŀΣ vǳŀŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƭōŀΦ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ [Φ wΦ DƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎŀ ōǊŀƴŎƘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣ aΦ /ŜŎƛƭ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ϧ.ǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƴƻǿϦΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǇƛƎ ǎŀƭŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘΦ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŜǊ ōƻȄŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŎǊƛōǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ 
ōƻǊƴ ōŀōƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мууу ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 
ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
ōŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ŏƻǎǘ тл ŀ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ 
ŘŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊΣ aǊΦ aŎDƛǊǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ 
ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ϦŎŀƭƭƻǳǎ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘϦΦ Lǘ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ϦǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ,ǿƘƻ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŀȅ, ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƭƻǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴs or accept the advice of the Minister for 
Health, who previously recommended the building of a new 
hospital, and commence its construction"
Loud cheers greeted the resolutions.

Bega Gazette, July 7 1883.
Into our sanctum on Wednesday came an old man who said he 
wanted to tell us that his name was Joshua Higgs and that he 
was the oldest living pioneer white man of the district. "I went 
to see a newspaper man down the street" said Joshua "but he 
wanted to be paid for putting my story in his paper and I have 
come to ask you to let the public know that the oldest hand is 
now in Bega.
"Been out here long?" asked the editor. "Yes" replied Higgs. "I 
came to this country in 1820 in the ship "Marquis of Huntley" 
commanded by Captain Askell. There were 18 boys of us and 
222 men as far as I can remember. Did I have a free passage? 
Yes but I got into trouble in a simple way. My father was a 
small farmer near Salisbury, not far from Stonehenge. One 
night as I was going home from market I met a man driving 
some three or four head of cattle . The man said he would give 
me a shilling if I would help him. I went with him glad enough 
like most boys  at home to earn a little money but before we 
had gone far the constables took us in charge for cattle 
stealing. we were sent to Winchester jail and cast for death 
but our sentence was commuted and I was sent out here.



From The Past

The Ubrihien Family.
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Publications for Sale

$20 

$5 

$5 

$10 

$25 

$25

Bismark House 

Bega District Band 

Bega High - 50 years  

Bega Primary 1860-2010 

They Made this Valley Home 

Illawarra Steam Ship Company 

The Bushfires of 52 

Bayleys History of Bega 

A Walk Along Carp Street

$20

$25
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Bega Valley Historical Society Inc. 

 Incorporating 

Bega Pioneers’ Museum 

 87 Bega Street, Bega NSW 2550 

Committee 

President:  Peter Rogers 
Secretary: Kaye Jauncey

Treasurer : Helen Jauncey 
Research Officer: Margaret Sly 

Committee Members: 

Doug  Russell 

Bill Fletcher 

Regina Huntington
Aly Walsh

Brett Bowyer

Please address all correspondence to: 

The Secretary, Bega Valley Historical Society Inc,  P O 

Box 1052 Bega, NSW 2550.  

Phone: 02 6492 1453.  

Email: museum25@tpg.com.au  

Website: begavalleyhistoricalsociety.com.au 

MUSEUM OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 

10am to 2pm.

The Society’s Newsletter is published quarterly and is free to all members and to kindred societies. 

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the 

Bega Valley Historical Society Inc. The Society cannot accept any responsibility for any action taken as a  

result of the statements herein. Copyright: Bega Valley Historical Society Inc. 
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